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TO  THE 

KUlUL  DISTETCT  COUNCIL  OF  DAYENTEY. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  beg  to  present  for  j’our  consideration  my  Thirtieth 
Annual  Report,  dealing  with  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Daventry 
Rural  District  during  the  year  ending  December  .‘list,  11)2").  I'he 
Ministry  of  Health  lias  directed  lliat  this  report  is  to  be  a Survey 
Re|Dort,  so  that  while  dealing  chiefly  with  the  last  twelve  months,  I 
have  as  far  as  jiossible  in  a Rural  District  brought  forward  the 
important  details  for  the  five  years  1921  to  192o,  this  will  enable  a 
good  comparison  to  be  made  for  this  period  of  time. 

Population. 

'file  po]mlation  of  the  District  according  to  the  Census  of 
. 1921  was  14,172,  Males  7,191;  Females  0,981.  That  for  the  year 
1925  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  13.980,  and  as  far  as 
I can  judge  this  is  about  correct  ; further  on  in  this  Report  I give 
the  population  of  each  Parish  for  the  Census  of  1911,  and  also  that 
of  1921;  so  that  the  increase  or  decrease  in  each  case  can  be 
compared. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  Births  registered  for  the  District  were  225;  Males  115, 
Females  110;  of  these' 2 males  and  5 females  were  illegitimate. 
These  figures  give  a Birth-rate  for  the  District  of  1G'09  per  1,000 
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living,  and  are  below  the  provisional  figures  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  year  1925.  The  following  are  the  particulars  for  each  of  the 
last  five  yeai  s : — 

1921  Males  127 — Females  156 — Birth-Rate  20  00 

1922  „ 121—  „ 142—  „ 18-57 

1923  „ 170—  „ 130-  „ 20-97 

1924  „ 118—  „ 121—  „ 16-97 

1925  115—  „ no—  16-09 


Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  at  all  ages  for  the  District 
was  160;  Males  97,  Females  63;  giving  a Doath-i-ate  of  1T44  per 
1,000  ; and  is  below  the  provisional  figures  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  year  1925.  The  following  are  the  particulars  for  each  of 
the  last  five  years  : — 


1921 

Males  90  — 

Females  94  —Death-Rate 

13-47 

1922 

„ 81- 

„ 100- 

13-25 

1923 

„ 82- 

93- 

12-67 

1924 

„ 96- 

»)  8 / ,, 

12-99 

1925 

97- 

G3- 

11-44 

Infant  Mortality. 

There 

were  12  deaths  of  infants  under  one 

year  ; 

Females  5 ; no  illegitimate  infant  died  ; this  gives  an  Infant 
]\Iortality  of  53-33  per  1,000  births  ; and  is  below  the  provisional 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1925.  The  following 
are  the  particulars  for  each  of  the  last  five  years  : — 

1921  53-00  yev  1,000  ifirths. 

1922  38-02  „ 

1923  40-00  „ 

1924  58-57  „ „ „ 

1925  53-33  „ 

I consider  these  figures  are  most  satisfactory,  and  they  point 
to  the  valuable  work  done  throughout  the  District  by  the  Health 
Visitors. 

The  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  0-42  per 
1,000,  and  from  Respiratory  Diseases  150  per  1,000.  The 
following  are  the  |)ar1  icnlars  for  each  of  the  last  five  years  per  1 ,000  : — 
1921— Pulmonary  Tubercidosis  0 51— Respiratorv  Diseases  146 
1022-  „ ..  080-  „ ■ 102 
1920-  ..  „ 0-50-  „ „ 144 

1024-  „ 113-  „ „ 003 

1925-  „ „ 0-42-  „ 1-50 
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Deaths. 

'riie  ]\[ortality  from  different  causes  during  the  last  five  years 
was  as  follows  : — 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Measles 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Diphtheria 

11 

2 

5 

0 

0 

Influenza 

o 

9 

3 

12 

4 

Phicephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1 

0. 

0 

0 

0 

rulmonary  Tuberculosis 

i 

11 

7 

10 

0 

Other  'ruberculosis  Diseases 

3 

2 

2 

0 

1 

Cancer 

22 

27 

17 

21 

9 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

(’erebral  Haemorrhage  . . . 

11 

13 

8 

12 

10 

Heart  Disease 

13 

2C 

28 

22 

25 

Arterio-Sclerosis 

8 

i 

3 

5 

8 

Bronchitis 

5 

0 

8 

3 

12 

Pneumonia 

11 

f) 

10 

4 

f* 

i 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  Ac.  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Diarrhaea  (under  2 years) 

0 

1 

3 

o 

w 

1 

Appendicitis  ... 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

0 

0 

9 

1 

Nephritis 

1 

10 

4 

i 

10 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Accidents  and  diseases  of 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Pregnancy 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

Congenital  Debility 

0 

2 

5 

5 

Suicide 

(} 

1 

4 

4 

0 

Violence 

3 

2 

() 

4 

11 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

0.1 

41 

57 

53 

38 

C’auses  ill-defined  or  nnknovvn 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

'I’otals... 

184 

181 

175 

183 

160 

Area,  <Scc. 

The  Area  of  the  Rural  District  is  00,877  acres;  the  Rateable 
Value  £l3o,7(U,  and  the  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  calculated 
on  the  Assessable  \hilue  as  reduced  by  the  Agricultural  Rates  Act, 
1923,  is  £377.  The  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the 
C’ensus  of  1921  is  d.GOo  ; and  the  number  of  families  or  sei)arate 
occupiers,  according  to  the  same  Census  is  4,569. 
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Nursing. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nursing  arrangements  are 
niuler  the  management  of  the  County  Council,  and  have  proved 
efficient  throughout  the  District.  There  is  a Child  Welfare  Centre 
at  Long  Huckby  which  is  also  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council. 


Infectious  Sickness. 

During  the  year  1925  I received  the  notification  of  111  cases  of 
Infectious  Sickness  from  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  District ; there 
was  a further  decrease  in  the  more  serious  forms  of  infectious  dis- 
eases, and  only  in  Chicken  Pox  that  a marked  increase  oecuri-ed, 
this  di&ease  is  not  serious,  and  is  only  notifiable  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  Small  Pox  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  The 
following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  all  the  cases  reported  to  me 
during  the  last  five  years  : — 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  25  . 

..  21 

..  39  .. 

. 33  . 

..  26 

Diphtheria  ... 

...  50  . 

. 19 

..  17  .. 

. 4 . 

..  3 

Erysipelas 

...  3 . 

. 1 

9 

• • w • • 

. 4 . 

..  3 

Pulmonary  TidDerculosis 

...  8 . 

. 5 

..  9 .. 

. 14  . 

..  9 

Other  Tuberculosis 

2 . 

. 0 

9 

. . » 

. 4 . 

..  4 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever... 

...  0 .. 

. 0 

..  0 .. 

. 0 . 

..  0 

Pneumonia 

...  10  . 

. 12 

..  17  .. 

. 11  . 

..  6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

. 1 

9 

• . w • • 

. 1 . 

..  3 

Enteric  Fever 

...  0 . 

. 1 

..  1 .. 

. 0 . 

..  0 

Puerperal  Fev'er 

...  0 . 

. 1 

..  1 .. 

. 0 . 

..  1 

Chicken  Pox 

. . . — 

— 

..  38  .. 

. 29  . 

..  55 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

...  0 .. 

. 0 . 

..  0 .. 

. 1 . 

..  1 

100 

01 

127 

101 

111 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Medical  Officer  in  (harge  of 
troops  at  Weedon,  T was  informed  of  one  case  of  Chicken  Pox,  which 
occurred  on  Government  property  at  Weedon  Barracks. 

Diphtheria  appeared  in  two  Parishes,  and  all  three  cases  were 
of  a mild  type. 

Scarlet  Fever  appeared  in  seven  Parishes,  all  the  cases  were 
mild,  it  \va3  only  in  Newnham  that  there  were  many  cases,  and 
even  in  this  Parish  six  occurred  in  one  family.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  infection  could  be  traced  to  the  outbreak  that  took  place  in 
the  iown  of  Daventry,  where  children  from  Newnham  had  been 
attending  School,  and  I consider  this  same  remark  maj’  also  apply 
to  the  single  case  at  Badby. 
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There  were  three  cases  of  Ophthalinia  Neonatorum  notified  in 
the  District  during  the  5’ear.  The  infant  at  Flore  was  treated  at 
home,  and  though  there  is  still  some  discharge  from  the  eye,  there 
is  every  hope  that  the  eyesight  will  be  unimpaired.  The  infant  at 
Newnham  was  also  treated  at  home,  and  the  sight  is  unimpaired, 
'file  infant  at  Weedon  was  treated  both  at  home  and  in  hospital,  and 
it  is  uncertain  at  present  as  to  Avhether  the  sight  of  the  left  eye  may 
not  be  somewhat  imiiaired,  at  the  end  of  the  year  this  infant  was 
still  having  hospital  treatment. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
eases  notified  during  the  year,  other  Tuberculosis  cases  coming  to 
exactly  the  same  as  in  1924.  Special  attention  is  paid  to  all  these 
cases,  not  only  on  behalf  of  the  sufferers  themselves,  but  also  for  the 
sake  of  the  other  members  of  the  families.  Great  importance  is 
])laced  on  open  windows  day  and  night,  and  that  all  expectoration 
should  be  burnt,  where  necessary,  collecting  bottles  for  this  purpose 
are  siipplied.  As  far  as  1 can  judge  all  cases  appear  to  be  notified 
at  an  early  stage,  and  there  is  no  delay  over  the  matter..  The 
following  are  the  particidars  concerning  the  cases  notified  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — Males 

Females 

Other  Tuberculosis — Males 

Females 


6 aged  11,  19,  23, 
25,  27,  35. 

3 aged  5,  20,  Gl. 

2 aged  8,  27. 

2 aged  13,  18. 


Schools. 

I had  during  the  year  to  advise  the  closing  of  several  Schools 
ill  the  District  for  various  periods  and  for  different  causes.  The 
following  are  the  particxdars  of  the  Schools  and  the  diseases  for 
which  1 advised  the  closing: — Winwick,  for  Mumps;  Dadby,  for 
Influen/a  (k)lds  ; Stowe-Nine-Churchesand  Woodford-cum-^lembris 
(Council  School)  for  Influenza  and  Measles;  llelidon,  for  Whooping 
Cough  ; and  Newnham,  for  Scarlet  Fever. 

No  infectious  sickness  was  notified  from  eleven  Parishes  out  of 
the  twenty-seven  that  comprise  the  Rural  District,  and  from  six 
more  only  single  cases  were  notified. 

The  following  table  show’s  the  infectious  sickness  for  cacli 
Parish  which  occurred  during  the  past  year,  and,  also  for  com]iarison, 
the  populations  in  1911  and  1921  ; it  will  be  noticed  that  ten 
Parishes  increased  in  numbers  : — 


(through  the  courtesy  of 
_^he_Medical_Officer2^ 


PARISHES. 

Population.  Census 

1921. 

t 

Population,  Census 

1911. 

Ashby  St.  Ledgers. . 

209 

226 

Badby  

473 

423 

Brauustou  . . 

1,081 

1,059 

Brockhall 

45 

45 

Byfield 

879 

809 

Canons  Ashby 

69 

82 

Catesby 

112 

94 

Charwelton  . . 

165 

182 

Dodford 

172 

173 

Everdon  

436 

476 

Farthiiigstone 

221 

223 

Fawsley 

36 

42 

Flore  , . 

815 

821 

Helidou 

194 

230 

Long  Buckby 

2,430 

2,467 

Newnham 

380 

364 

Norton 

385 

363 

Preston  Capes 

213 

193 

Staverton 

311 

331 

Stowe  Nine- Churches 

219 

212 

Watford 

336 

368 

Weedon  Beck . . 

2,020 

1,593 

W elton 

339 

380 

West  Haddon 

706 

753 

Whilton 

185 

221 

Win  wick 

140 

148 

Woodford-cum-Meinbris. . 

1,611 

1,520 

The  Barracks,  Weedon  .. 

2 1 


TUBER- 

CULOSIS 


1 i 1 


2 ..  1 


1 ! .. 


One  rase  of  Chicken  Pox. 


O 
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:ephalitisLetbargic>| 
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Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Staverton  Isolation  Hospital  was  not  used  mucdi  during 
the  first  seven  or  eight  inontlis  of  the  year,  but  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  it  was  very  full,  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 
the  Borough  of  Daventry,  which  also  spread  to  both  Badby  and 
Newnham.  The  following  are  the  particidars  of  the  83  cases  which 
were  admitted,  as  against  87  cases  during  the  year  1924. 

l)i])htheria  from  Daventry  Rural  District  ...  1 

Diphtheria  from  Daventry  Borough  ...  ...  4 

Scarlet  Fever  from  Daventry  Rural  District  ...  20 

Scarlet  Fever  from  Daventry  Borough  ...  ...  49 

Scarlet  Fever  from  Southam  Rural  District  ...  3 

This  gives  a total  of  27  from  the  Daventry  Rural  District  and 
50  paying  cases  from  outside  the  Rural  District,  of  these  all 
recovered  except  one  Scarlet  Fever  case  from  Daventry  Borough,  a 
small  boy  who  died,  aged  2^  years,  the  cases  were  mostly  of  a mild 
ty|)e,  and  in  some  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  the  peeling  was  not 
well  marked,  still  I have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  diagnosis 
in  every  single  case  was  correct.  The  Staff  dealt  with  this  extra 
work  in  a most  efficient  manner,  though  of  course  additional  help 
had  to  be  obtaineil.  During  the  summer  the  supply  of  water  from 
the  new  boring  failed,  and  a further  50ft  was  sunk,  making  a total 
of  about  250  ft.,  this  now  appears  to  be  satisfactory,  as  since  it  was 
finished  the  supply  of  water  has  been  ample.  The  wireless 
installation  has  been  a great  pleasure  to  the  staff  and  patients,  and 
brightened  many  a weary  hour  of  sickness. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  whenever 
necessary  by  the  Counties’  Public  Health  Laboratories,  91,  Qiieen 
Victoria  Street,  E.C.4,  and  also  by  the  Pathologist,  General  Hospital, 
Northampton,  and  these  arrangements  have  proved  quite  satisfactory. 
No  trials  were  made  of  the  Schiek  and  Disk  tests  in  Dii)htheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever  respectively  during  the  year. 

For  non-infections  sickness  the  District  is  within  easy  distance 
of  the  General  Hospital,  Northampton,  or  the  Hos|)ital  of  St.  Cross, 
in  Rugby  ; and  for  Tuberculosis  cases  there  is  the  Sanatorium  at 
Rushden,  and  a smaller  one  at  Creaton,  both  under  the  Northamp- 
tonshire County  Council. 

Small  Pox  and  Vaccination. 

This  District  has  so  far  escaped  any  cases  of  Small  Pox, 
though  the  disease  appeared  in  some  parts  of  the  county  during  the 
year.  On  June  2nd  I was  asked  to  see  a suspicious  case  at  Whilton, 
I visited  at  once,  and  found  the  patient  had  just  arrived  from  Bristol, 


after  examination  I felt  certain  it  was  a case  of  Chicken  Pox,  and 
this  proved  to  be  correct.  1 must  again  ])oint  out  how  badly  this 
area  is  protected  against  Hmall  Pox  by  Vaccination,  very  few  infants 
are  Abiccinated  and  lle-Vacciuation  is  seldom  done.  None  were 
done  under  the  Public  Health  (Small- pox  Prevention)  Hegulations, 
1017.  Should  Small  Pox  appear  in  the  District  it  is  most  likely  to 
spread  to  a serious  extent,  and  will  cost  the  ratepayers  a large 
amount  of  money.  There  is  an  agreement  with  the  Brixworth  Rural 
District  Council  for  them  to  receh^e  any  Small  Pox  cases  from  this 
District  into  their  Isolation  Hospital  near  Holcot,  while  we  at  the 
same  time  have  agreed  to  receive  their  other  Infectious  cases  into 
our  Isolation  Hospital  at  Staverton.  Chicken  Pox  is  still  a noti liable 
disease  and  should  remain  so  as  long  as  Small  Pox  is  prevalent  in 
the  country. 

Industry. 

The  Daventry  Rural  District  is  almost  entirely  given  up  to 
agriculture  ; there  are  a few  Boot  Manufacturers,  chiefly  in  Long 
Buckby  ; the  London  ck  North-Eastern  Railway  Works  at  Woodford- 
cum-Membris ; and  thei'e  are  some  other  small  works  scattered 
about  in  different  Parishes,  there  are  also  the  Barracks  at  Weedon, 
which  find  a certain  amount  of  work  for  civilians  living  in  the 
neighbourhood. 


Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  for  most  of  the  I’arishes  in  the  District  is 
from  Wells,  a large  number  of  these  are  only  surface  ones,  still  I 
think  the  sui)]-)ly  is  quite  satisfactory,  and  the  water  generally 
appears  to  be  good  and  free  from  loollution.  This  view  is  I tliink 
justified  by  the  fact  that  no  case  of  Enteilc  Fever  has  originated  in 
the  District  for  many  years,  the  cases  which  occurred  in  1922  and 
1923  being  both  imported,  one  arriving  in  the  area  ill  Avith  the 
disease,  and  the  other  feeling  iniAvell  a few  hours  after  arriving  at 
his  home.  There  are  seven  Parishes  in  the  District  AAdiich  have 
either  a public  or  private  supply  of  water,  Avhich  is  as  a rule  both 
ample  and  good,  the  only  shortage  of  water  that  I have  heard  of  was 
from  \\  oodford-cum-Menibris,  when  complaints  Avere  made  during 
the  latter  months  of  the  year  regarding  the  sujiply  given  by  the 
W oodford-cum-Membris  Water  Company,  and  an  Inspector  from  the 
Alinistry  of  Health  Ausited  the  ]')arish  to  enquire  into  the  comj)laint. 
It  appeared  to  me  that  this  shortage  may  to  a large  extent  be  due  to 
the  corroding  up  of  the  smaller  supply  pijms,  as  the  AA’^ater  contains 
a large  amount  of  iron. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  Sewerage  in  such  a Rural  District  as  Daventry  is  dealt 
with  in  most  of  the  Villages  l)\’  land  (iltration  ami  little  trouble  or 
complaint  has  arisen.  The  ample  rainfall  during  the  last  few  years 
has  kept  all  the  drains  and  ditches  well  (lushed.  An  Inspector 
from  the  ^linistry  of  Health  visited  Ibaunston  on  Juno  nth 
regarding  the  drainage  of  that  Rarish,  but  owing  to  the  great  cost  of 
the  scheme  the  Ministry  agreed  ti)  the  wishes  of  the  Parish  that  the 
matter  be  postponed  for  the  present.  'L'he  building  of  the  Sewerage 
and  Sewerage  Disposal  Works  at  By  field  in  order  to  stop  tlie 
pollution  of  the  river  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  and 
at  the  end  of  December  was  completed  and  a number  of  the 
connections  finished  Vault  privies  are  being  gradually  done  away 
with  tliroughout  the  District,  and  either  water  closets,  earth  closets, 
or  pails  substituted  ; it  would  be  most  dilfcult  in  a country  district 
of  27  Parishes  to  give  an  ajipro.ximate  number  of  each  of  these  but 
for  the  last  five  years  the  following  figures  will  give  some  useful 
information. 

1021  1022  1023  1024  1925 

W.C.’s  substituted,  or  newly  erected. . . 00  33  34  9 13 

E.C.’s  substituted,  or  newly  erected  .. . 52  29  0 10  0 

Pails  substituted,  or  newly  erected  ...  0 0 52  7 8 

As  a general  rule  when  it  is  dillicult  to  arrange  for  good 
water  flushes,  owners  are  willing  to  convert  to  the  pail  system,  as 
this  forms  useful  material  for  the  gardens. 

Houses. 

d’he  following  are  the  general  details  regarding  the  Housing 
(piestion  for  the  year  1925,  as  asked  for  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  : 

Xuniber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separateh'  under  (b))  13 


(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  J.ocal  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

(iij  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  b 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Insjiection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Pubic  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  224 

(2)  Number  of  dAvelling-houses  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  I'.HO,  or  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  9G 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  3 

(4)  NTimber  of  dwelling-houses  fexclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
liabitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers...  ...  . . 110 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  — 

(a)  I >y  owners  ...  ...  ...  16 

(b)  Py  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respei-t  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 

11. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  42 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  lly  owners  . ...  ...  37 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

C.— Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 

houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

During  the  last  five  years  a good  many  houses  have  been 
built  throughout  the  District,  the  following  is  a list  of  these,  and 
the  Parishes  in  which  they  have  been  erected  ; — 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925 

Braunston 

8... 

0... 

1... 

2... 

0 

Byfield 

0... 

0... 

0... 

4... 

0 

Dodford  ... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

4... 

9 

w 

Fawsley  ... 

0... 

0... 

1... 

0... 

0 

Flore 

0... 

0... 

1... 

1... 

0 

Long  Buckby 

1... 

0... 

1... 

2... 

4 

NeAvnliam 

C... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0 

Stowe-nine-Churches 

0... 

0... 

2... 

0... 

0 

Weedon  Bee 

16.. 

0... 

2.’!! 

0... 

1 

West  Haddon 

8... 

1... 

0... 

1... 

0 

Winwick  ... 

3... 

0... 

2... 

2... 

2 

Woodford-cum-Membris... 

90... 

0... 

0... 

4 

It  is  proposed  by  the  Council  to  build,  at  an  early  date  the 
following  02  new  houses  ; Badl)y  8 ; Pyfield  12  ; Everdon  4 ; Flore 
12  ; Long  Buckby  12  ; and  Weedon  14. 

Taking  the  houses  generally  throughout  the  District  1 would 
consider  their  condition  as  “ fair.”  Defects  found  are  chieliy  in  the 
old  thatching  and  roofs,  plaster  on  the  walls  and  ceilings,  and  there 
is  a certain  amount  of  carelessness  in  the  case  of  cottages,  due  to  the 
tenants  alone,  but  as  a ride  there  is  no  serious  difficulty  in  having 
these  remedied.  There  is  no  general  over-crowding  in  the  smaller 
Parishes,  and  when  it  does  occur  it  is  frecpiently  due  to  large 
families.  There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  District ; and  the 
Building  Bye-laws  have  been  recently  revised  and  are  quite 
satisfactory. 

Scavenging. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse,  privies,  etc.,  in 
most  of  the  Villages  is  attended  to  by  the  tenants,  the  only  means  of 
disposal  being  on  their  gardens  and  land,  but  the  more  extensive 
use  of  the  pail  system  throughout  the  District  greatly  facilitates  this 
work,  and  on  the  whole  more  care  is  being  taken  than  formerly. 
Some  of  the  Parishes  have  been  granted  permission  to  deal  with  this 
matter  through  their  own  Parish  Councils  as  a special  expense  on  the 
Parish. 
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Slaughter-houses. 

These  are  in  a satisfactx)ry  condition,  during  the  year  they 
\v('i’e  continually  being  insjjected,  especially  in  the  sunnner  months, 
d'he  llutchers  are  using  ex-ery  endeavour  to  cai  ry  out  the  Regulations 
which  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  192o. 


1920. 

Januai'v,  1925. 

December,  1925 

Registered...  10 

...  ^ 21 

21 

Licensed  ...  1 

1 

1 

Total...  17^ 

22 

22 

Food. 

The  Food  Supply  of  the  District  is  good  in  every  way,  and 
the  premises  where  it  is  stored  or  exposed  for  sale  satisfactoiy  as  a 
Avhole.  During  the  year  tAvo  Deast  and  one  fhg  AA'ere  A-oluntarily 
surrendered,  and  on  inspection  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food 
and  later  on  destroj’ed.  No  case  of  food  poisoning  Avas  reported  in 
the  District. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  Alilk  Supply  of  the  District  is  good  and  there  is  no 
shortage ; ins])ections  of  the  Dairies,  C'oAvsheds  and  Milkshops  are 
frequently  made  and  the  conditions  generally  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
There  are  on  the  Registers : 100  Wholesale  Producers,  and  l()5 
Retail  fhuweyors.  No  tubercular  milking  coavs  came  under 
notice  during  the  year. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 

Frequent  visits  Avere  paid  during  the  year  to  the  Factories, 
Workshops  and  Workplaces  thi-oughout  the  District,  under  the 
Factories  and  Worksho]')s  Acts  of  1001,  and  a close  Avatch  has  been 
kei)t  on  the  out  workers ; but  these  are  not  inimerous  in  a Rural 
District  like  ours,  Avhitdi  is  chieily  given  up  to  agriculture.  On  the 
A'isits  and  inspections  everything  was  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
state  and  the  various  Sections  of  the  Act  carried  out.  There  are  no 
undergroAind  bakelioAises  in  the  District,  and  care  aaxis  taken  to  see 
that  all  the  bakers  kept  their  bakehouses  in  a properly  clean  state. 
The  Register  is  attended  to  and  kept  up-to-date. 

Staff. 

J he  Public  Health  Oliicers  of  the  Oouncil  arc  : — 

William  H.  Abbott,  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

Alfred  R.  Darley,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Joseph  D.  Williams,  SurA’eyor. 

LlcAvellyn  0.  LcAvis,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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All  these  nfhcers  are  part  time,  with  the  exoef)tion  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  a whole  time  ofticer. 

T append  the  Annnal  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  accordance  with  Article  xx  (10)  of  the  Local  Government  Hoard’s 
General  Order  of  the  13th  December,  1910. 

T beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

AT.FRED  R.  DARLEY,  M.D., 

'Wcclicdl  Ojjiecr  of  Ileolth, 
Rural  District  of  Daventni. 
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DAVENTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the  Year  ending 
December  3lst,  1925. 


A.  R.  DARLEY,  Esq.,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  l)aventry  Rural  District. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  the  honotir  of  ]ireseiiting  to  3’ou  the  Annual  Report 
showing  the  work  carried  ont  for  the  3'ear  1925 

Number  of  Inspections  and  Visits 
Number  of  Re-inspections 
Number  of  Notices  served 
Outstanding  Notices 
Communications  received 
Communications  sent  out 


4G8 

179 

243 

5 

164 

340 


Water  Supply. 

Six  Parishes  have  public  supplies,  the  remainder  reljdng  upon 
wells  for  their  water.  jMost  of  the  wells  are  found  to  be  proper)}’ 
covered,  and  protected  against  the  access  of  surface  water. 

Pumps  out  of  order  and  repaired  ...  ...  4 

Wells  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Repaired  Well  coverings  ...  ...  ...  ‘8 

W ater  A nal.ysis  taken  ...  ...  ...  10 

Water  Certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  13 

Inquiries  as  to  condition  of  ...  ...  ...  115 


Drainage. 

d he  house  drainage  within  the  District  is  now  generally  good, 
although  vigilance  is  needed  to  prevent  blockages  from  neglect  or 
faulty  construction. 

Drains  Re-constructed  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cleansing,  repairing  and  unstopping  ...  ...  33 

Old  iron  Gullies  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  8 

Closet  Accommodation. 

ddiere  are  a considerable  number  of  Water  Closets  in  the 
1 arishes  having  Sewerage  Disposal  Works,  but  over  the  larger  part 
of  the  District  pail  and  vault  D^pe  of  closet  predominate.  Where 
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trouble  ooours  witli  this  t3’penf  closet  it  Is  us  inlly  clue  to  tlie  lack  of 
the  use  of  earth  or  ash  as  a deodarailt. 

Number  of  conversions  to  Water  Closets  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Vaults  closed  and  pails  used  ...  ...  8 

New  Water  Closets  erected  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cleansing  Notifications  ...  ...  ...  27 

Schools. 

The  sanitation  of  the  .Schools  in  the  District  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  kept  in  good  order. 

Bakehouses. 

'I'liere  are  17  Ihikehouses  within  the  District.  The  premises  are 
inspected  twice  yearly  for  sanitary  conditions  and  lime-washing. 
I observed  them  to  be  well  kept,  and  where  instructions  have  been 
given  they  have  been  carried  out  forthwith. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  115  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  Register.  In- 
spections are  made  for  their  sanitary  condition  and  the  working 
condition  of  the  Outworker  investigated.  Two  complaints  Avere 
received  from  II.]\I.  Inspector  of  Factories,  these  were  folloAA'ed  up 
and  the  re([nired  work  carried  out. 

No.  of  OntAA'orkers  I.ists  received — Februarv  4,  Workers 

.August  4, 


34 

33 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

These  regidations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1925. 
All  butchers  in  the  District  AA'ere  circularised  with  copies  of  the 
Regulations  and  instructions  given  for  the  Registration  of  the 
.Slaughterhouses.  .Slaughtering  time  schedules  were  submitted 
Avhere  regular  slaughter  Avas  the  rule,  ot her Avise  postcards  are  issued 
for  giving  intimation  of  the  times  of  proposed  slaughter.  During 
iny  visiting  1 have  found  that  every  endeavour  is  made  by  the 
Hutchers  to  carry  out  the  Regulations,  and  no  .Statutory  action  has 
been  foAind  necessary. 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  Registered  ...  ...  21 

Knacker  Licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tva'o  carcases  of  beasts  and  one  of  pig  were  voluntarily  destroyed 
after  being  inspected  and  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  205  persons  on  the  Registers. 

W holesale  Producers 
Retail  Purveyors 


100 

105 


18 


Three  additional  retail  purveyors  were  registered  and  one 
wholesale  producer. 

'Pile  conditions  of  the  sheds  and  yards  are  generally  satisfactoiy. 
Liinewashing  is  carried  out  twice  yearl}^  in  ]\la3'  and  October,  or 
whenever  specified. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

There  are  29  holders  of  Licences  to  Store  Tinder  the  above  Acts 
with  3 Carbide  storages  within  the  District. 

No  cases  of  fire  have  been  reported  within  the  District. 

Game  Act. 

One  Licence  to  deal  in  Game  has  been  renewed. 

Canal  Boats  Act. 

During  the  year  58  boats  have  been  inspected  and  infringements 
found  as  follows  : — 

Obstructed  ventilators...  ...  2 

Defective  ivater  vessels  ...  2 

Obliterated  naming  ...  ...  1 

One  case  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  notified.  Tlie  patient 
was  removed  to  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  boat  de- 
tained and  thorough  (.lisinfection  carried  out. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

During  National  Rat  Week  bills  were  circulated  throughout 
the  District  calling  attention  to  the  importance  of  Rat  Destruction, 
considerable  activity  prevailed  and  advices  were  given. 

Good  results  were  obtained  on  the  Council’s  Disiiosal  W'orks, 
amounting  almost  to  annihilation. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

L.  O.  LEWLS. 


